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Vancouver

Program (VGDPHD-LE)

Ph.D. in Genome Science and Technology

Academic Year

2024-2025

Term

W1

Term Start

Sep 2024

Source of Interest
How did you find out about UBC?

Web Search

Personal and Contact Details
Student Number

38844734

Family Name (Surname)

FATEMIYAN

Preferred Name

Title

MISS

Given Name

NARGES

Middle Name Former Family Name (Surname)

Date of Birth

13/May/1995

Gender

Female

Country of Birth

Iran

Country of Current Citizenship

Iran

Dual Citizenship Primary Spoken Language

Persian

Other Spoken Language Visa Type

International Student

Address Line (1 & 2)

#902-2201 RUE LEGER

City

MONTREAL

Province, State or Region

QC

Postal or Zip Code

H8N0H9

Country

Canada

Day Telephone Number

2046980371

Evening Telephone Number Email Address

fatemeh.gheibi1979@gmail.com

Do you identify yourself as an Aboriginal person of Canada?

Do you identify yourself as a Racialized person?

Yes

Degree Selection Submission Date: 01/Dec/2023

https://faculty-staff.grad.ubc.ca/iem/institution/


Academic History

• Applicant indicates that they have only attended post-secondary institution(s) other than UBC.

University of Manitoba

Institution Country: Canada
Start Date: 01/Sep/2019

End Date (or Expected End): 28/Feb/2021

Program of Study: Biological Sciences

Credential Status Conferred / Complete

Date Conferred: 28/Feb/2021

Credential Received: Master's

Awards & Honours 
received with this degree:

1. NSERC Discovery Grant in The Amount of $34,000 for The Duration of MSc
Study 2. University of Manitoba Faculty of Science International Graduate Student
Entrance Scholarship (IGSES)

Required to withdraw: No

Self Reported GPA:
Used for Basis of Admission to UBC:

Azad University of Iran-Zarqan Branch

Institution Country: Iran
Start Date: 01/Sep/2013

End Date (or Expected End): 31/Jan/2017

Program of Study: Cell & Molecular Biology-Genetics

Credential Status Conferred / Complete

Date Conferred: 31/Jan/2017

Credential Received: Bachelor's

Awards & Honours 
received with this degree:

1. Selected as the top student over 100 students at the first year of BSc study 2.
Selected as a member of Young Researchers and Elite Club based on GPA and
academic performance

Required to withdraw: No

Self Reported GPA:
Used for Basis of Admission to UBC:

• No UBC academic history found for this student number (38844734)

https://faculty-staff.grad.ubc.ca/iem/institution/ins-nar1064236


Official Test Scores

IELTS

Candidate ID

BLANKI40253094
BLANK

Candidate
no

014250

TRF number

BLANK17IR014250FATN1

Date

06/Jan/2018

Type Score
LISTENING 5.5
READING 5.5
SPEAKING 6
WRITING 5.5

IELTS

Candidate ID

I40253094

Candidate no

014250

TRF number

17IR014250FATN120A

Date

06/Jan/2018

Type Score
LISTENING 5.5
READING 5.5
SPEAKING 6
WRITING 5.5



Funding

Standard Questions

Primary Funding

SOURCE of the support
DOLLAR amount
Includes TUITION fees?
WHEN the support will commence
WHEN the support will end

SOURCE of the support I will find a research supervisor who can support me during
my PhD at UBC

Please indicate the SOURCE(S) of any awards,
scholarships, sponsorships or fellowships for which you
have applied or will apply.

I would like to be considered for GSAT rotation scholarship or
other available scholarships at UBC

Please indicate the Canadian Dollar amount PER YEAR of
support applied for.
Please indicate the NUMBER OF YEARS of study this
support would cover.
If you do not receive this financial support, will you be able
to attend.

Likely

How do you plan to fund your studies? I will find a research supervisor who can support me during
my PhD at UBC



Experience & Interests

Standard Questions

Areas of Interest

Faculty Members
Wasserman, Wyeth

Pavlidis, Paul

Dennis, Jessica

Lange, Philipp

Marra, Marco

Schiebinger, Geoffrey

Goldowitz, Daniel

Gsponer, Joerg Anton

Haynes, Charles

Holt, Robert A

Please provide a brief statement of your academic and/or professional goals and how these align with this graduate program.

Please describe any research and/or work experience (including publications, etc.) you’ve undertaken that is relevant to your
proposed field of study.

List of Relevant PUBLICATIONS (2022 - 2023)

1. Sharma P, Sattarifard H, Fatemiyan N, Lakowski TM, Davie JR. Bioinformatic Analyses of Broad H3K79me2 Domains in
Different Leukemia Cell Line Data Sets. Cells. 2022 Sep 10;11(18):2830. doi: 10.3390/cells11182830. PMID: 36139405;
PMCID: PMC9496709. 
2. Fatemiyan N, Davie JR. Broad histone H4 monomethylation marks expressed genes involved in translation. Genome. 2023
Aug 1;66(8):224-234. doi: 10.1139/gen-2023-0011. Epub 2023 May 8. PMID: 37156012.

Bioinformatics skills
• Analyses of ChIP-seq, ATAC-seq, and RNA-seq data using Partek Flow
• R programming language
• UCSC genome browser
• ImageJ
• BLAST search
• Designing primers

Wet lab Skills:
Molecular techniques
RNA and DNA extraction
2D & 3D cell culture
Fixation, staining & imaging (neuronal cells)
Epigenetic assays (ChIP-seq, ATAC-seq)
Histology techniques
Please refer to my CV for detailed information.

Program-Specific Questions
Briefly discuss your background in life sciences, including
academic, work or other experiences that may assist the
admissions committee. Please limit your response to one

Dear selection committee, I was awarded my Master’s
degree in 2021, in the field of Biological Sciences at the
University of Manitoba. Then I worked as research technician



page. after my graduation at one of the Epigenetics labs at the
University of Manitoba. Also, I am currently working as
Research Assistant at the Neuro Institute, Montreal, in the
field of neuroscience. My work and academic experience
include Bioinformatics skills • Analyses of ChIP-seq, ATAC-
seq, and RNA-seq data using Partek Flow • R programming
language • UCSC genome browser • ImageJ • BLAST search
• Designing primers Wet lab Skills: Molecular techniques
RNA and DNA extraction 2D & 3D cell culture Fixation,
staining & imaging (neuronal cells) Epigenetic assays (ChIP-
seq, ATAC-seq) Histology techniques I had the chance to
publish two papers as well related to analyzing ChIP-seq and
ATAC-seq data using Partek Flow. (Please refer to my CV for
more information about my background)

Briefly discuss your background in quantitative sciences
(math, statistics, computer science, engineering, physics)
including academic, work or other experiences that may
assist the admissions committee. Please limit your
response to one page.

During my Bachelors degree i was able to take some courses
including mathematics, Physics, Bioinformatics and
Biophysics. I passed these courses with a great GPA.
(Please refer to my Bachelors transcript) During my MSc
degree at university of Manitoba, Canada, I attended some
workshops related to R programing language and practiced
writing codes to analyze biological data. During my masters
thesis, I was able to find a novel statistical approach to find
reference range in filamentous fungi as one of my greatest
achievements I also used other genomic tools such as Partek
Felow and UCSC genome browser to analyze epigenomic
data and I published 2 papers related to that.(Please refer to
my CV)



Additional Questions

Standard Questions

Please discuss any other information you feel would be
important to the Admission Committee in evaluating your
application. If you feel that your credentials and any other
information you have already provided on this form or will
be submitting in support of your application represents
you fairly, you should feel no obligation to write anything
further here.

Dear Admission Committee,
Thanks for the time you spent on evaluating my application.
Just I need to clarify that while I do not have permanent
residency of Canada right now, I have applied for my PR a
couple of months ago and I will be receiving that soon. Also,
currently I am living in Montreal, Quebec and working here
on the basis of my open work permit which is valid till April
2025 so right now I am a temporary resident of Canada.

In addition, since I have been living and studying in Canada
since 2019 and I have gotten my masters degree from
University of Manitoba, I did not upload any IELTS certificate
while I was applying since I lived more that 2 years in an
English language speaking country (Canada) and studied
here.

During my Bachelors degree I also passed some courses
related to mathematics, physics, biophysics, biotechnology
and bioinformatics that you could find them attached to this
application. 

During my Masters, also the project I was working mostly
was about finding a statistical approach to find the reference
range in filamentous fungi for the first time.
I have also, attended some R language programing
workshops during my masters and I am familiar with using R.
Also, I have experience of analyzing ChIP-seq, ATAC-seq,
and RNA-seq data using Partek Flow. And I used other
genomic tools such as: BLAST and UCSC genome browser
as well.

After my master graduation, I worked in the field of
neuroscience and epigenetics (about 2 years) as well.

I appreciate the time you spent on reviewing my application
and I am looking forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,
Narges



Referee 1

Name Steven Harris

Job Title / Occupation Department Chair

Institution / Company / Organization IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

Type of Reference Academic
Address DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY, ENTOMOLOGY AND 

MICROBIOLOGY, 1344C ATRB 2213 PAMMEL AMESAMES 
LOWA 
United States of America 
IA 50011 

Referee Email / Website stevenh1@iastate.edu
https://www.ppem.iastate.edu/people/steven-harris

Telephone # 515-294-2149
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Name Jeffrey Marcus

Job Title / Occupation Professor

Institution / Company / Organization UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

Type of Reference Academic
Address DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBAWINNIPEG 
MANITOBA 
Canada 

Referee Email / Website jeffrey.marcus@umanitoba.ca

Telephone # (204) 474-9741

Notes to Referees
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Name Jillian Detwiler

Job Title / Occupation Associate Professor

Institution / Company / Organization UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

Type of Reference Academic
Address DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBAWINNIPEG 
MANITOBA 
Canada 
R3T 2N2 

Referee Email / Website Jillian.Detwiler@umanitoba.ca
https://detwilerlab.weebly.com/contact.html

Telephone # 204-474-8689

Notes to Referees



Narges Fatemiyan 
2201 Rue Leger, Montreal, Quebec, H8N0H9 • 2046980371 • narges.fatemiyan@gmail.com 

Research Interest 

 
I am looking for PhD position in the field of Genome Science and Technology at UBC. My main interest 
lies at the intersection of computational biology/machine learning and neuroscience or epigenetics 
field, with a focus on genomics. 
 

EDUCATION 

M.Sc., Biological Sciences 
Total GPA: 3.75 out of 4                                                                                                                                      2019 –  2021 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada 
 
B.Sc., Cell & Molecular Biology-Genetics                                                                                                        2013 –  2017 
Total GPA:  17.49 out of 20 (equivalent of 4/4) 
GPA in the last 2 years: 18.53 out of 20 (equivalent of 4/4)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Azad University of Shiraz, Iran  

 

DISSERTATION TOPIC 

University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada                                                                                       2019 - 2021                                                                                                                                   

• M.Sc. thesis title: Identifying Fundamental Mechanisms Underlying Apical Branching 
Morphogenesis in a Model Fungus Aspergillus nidulans 

• Supervisor: Dr. Steven Harris 
• Objectives of the thesis:  

- Identification of protein kinases that potentially regulate apical branching morphogenesis 
in Aspergillus nidulans. 

- Identification of protein kinases that potentially regulate apical branching morphogenesis 
in Aspergillus nidulans following an environmental shift 

• Specific aim: Identifying the most potential protein kinases regulating apical branching in 
Aspergillus nidulans 

• Main findings: 
- Protein Kinases are involved in regulation of branching morphogenesis in filamentous fungi 
- This study suggests that pkaA and mpkA kinases play fundamental role in regulation of 

apical branching in Aspergillus nidulans. 
 

Bioinformatics skills 

• Analyses of ChIP-seq, ATAC-seq, and RNA-seq data using Partek Flow  

• R programming language 

• UCSC genome browser 

• ImageJ  

• BLAST search  

• Designing primers  
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HONORS, AWARDS & GRANTS  

University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada                                                                            2019 - 2021                                                                                                            

• NSERC Discovery Grant in the amount of $34,000 for the duration of MSc Study 

• University of Manitoba Faculty of Science International Graduate Student Entrance Scholarship (IGSES)  

 

Azad University of Shiraz, Iran                                                                                                   2013 -2017 

• Selected as the top student over 100 students at the first year of BSc study  

• Selected as a member of Young Researchers and Elite Club based on GPA and academic performance 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

                                                                                                                                                                 

1. Sharma P, Sattarifard H, Fatemiyan N, Lakowski TM, Davie JR. Bioinformatic Analyses of Broad 

H3K79me2 Domains in Different Leukemia Cell Line Data Sets. Cells. 2022 Sep 10;11(18):2830. doi: 

10.3390/cells11182830. PMID: 36139405; PMCID: PMC9496709.  

2. Fatemiyan N, Davie JR. Broad histone H4 monomethylation marks expressed genes involved in 

translation. Genome. 2023 Aug 1;66(8):224-234. doi: 10.1139/gen-2023-0011. Epub 2023 May 8. PMID: 

37156012. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Research Assistant                                                                                                                  Nov 2022 – Present 
Neuro Institute (Early Drug Discovery Unit) & Douglas Bell Canada Brain Bank, Montreal, Canada 
Lab Skills: 

• Nuclei isolation from human brain tissues (Patients’ samples) 

• 2D & 3D iPSC culture and generating mature motor neuron  

• Immunofluorescence (IF) to characterize neuronal cells (Staining and imaging)  

• Fixation, staining & imaging (neuronal cells) 

• Organoid culture  

• Proficient in Cryostat technique  

• Nuclei Library prep, capturing and DNA hybridization  

• Counting and imaging isolated nuclei samples 

• DNA extraction from Buffy coat and Paxgene samples received from UHN (University Health 

Network) (Patients’ samples) 

• Receive and collect the blood samples 

• RNA extraction from LeukoLOCK samples and neuronal cells 

• Measuring DNA concentration using Nanodrop 

• Preparing excel sheets and organizing data for the samples processed 

• Support student projects by running wet lab experiments 

• Support on-going wet lab work for collaborative projects 

• Attend lab meetings 

• Working with PhD students to maintain lab requirements  
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Epigenetic Research Technician                                                                                        Jan 2022 – May 2022 
University of Manitoba, Max Rady Faculty of Health Sciences, Winnipeg, Canada 
 
Key Responsibilities:  

• Writing different Standard Operational Protocols (SOPs) and lab manuals 

• Ensured that all samples are properly labeled and identified before testing 

• Organizing and recording lab inventory 

• Ordering new lab supplies using EPIC system 

• Making different buffers and stock solutions 

• Independently operate all fully, semi automation machines and new equipment (GelDoc, 

spectrophotometers, PH meter, centrifuge, nano-drop, Quant-studio PCR apparatus)  

• Training new employee based on the guidelines 

 

Lab Skills: 
• Molecular techniques: DNA extraction, PCR, RT-qPCR, SDS-PAGE electrophoresis, Western blotting, 

acetic Acid-Urea-Triton X-100 gel electrophoresis (AUT), agarose gel electrophoresis 

• Histone extraction 

• Used Nanodrop, Qubit and other nucleic acid quantification assays Nucleic acid quantification by 

spectrophotometry and fluorimetry  

• Chromatin immunoprecipitation assay (ChIP assay) PCR 

• Performing ChIP-Seq, ATAC-seq 

• Immunoblotting assay 

• Protein quantification assays (BCA and Bradford assays) 

• Mammalian cell culture techniques (cell lines: K562 & Kasumi)  

• Experience with PCR reaction set up and purification  

• Live mammalian cell handling, including accurate cell counting and dilution 

• Participated in daily experiments independently and troubleshooting the problems. 

• Maintained accurate and up to date records, including lab notebook 

• Assisted the post-doctoral and doctoral fellows in different aspects of their experiments. 

• Primer design and amplicon sequencing 

• Cell fractionation and nuclei isolation 

• Co-immunoprecipitation assays 

• Immunohistochemistry tests: Prepared chemical buffers, staining techniques 

Research Assistant                                                                                                                                 2019 – 2021 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada 
Lab Skills: 

• Performed fungal culturing techniques (sterile techniques, preparing media & serial dilution) 

• Performed quantitative assays by both EVOS M7000 (fluorescent), light and dissecting microscopes 

• Cell imaging and analyzing the images by imagej 

• Completed the assigned project within given time frame 

• Major achievement: Developed a novel statistical approach for finding reference interval in fungal 

population for the first time 

• Maintained accurate and up to date records, including lab notebook 

• Work under pressure (tight deadlines) and flexible hours and use good judgment in assessing difficult 

situations 

• Performed microscopy imaging and cell image processing using imageJ 
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VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCES                                                                                                     

Neuro EDDU, Montreal                                                                                                                     2023  
• Collaborating on testing different electronic lab notebooks 

Shiraz, Iran                                                                                                                                     2010 - 2018                                                                                                                                         
• Taught piano to children 

• High school library assistant 

• High school math tutor 

 

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS ATTENDED 

1. Manitoba Neuroscience Network (MNN) 

2. Cambridge Cancer Epigenetics Club seminar (CCEC) 

3. University of North Dakota Epigenetics & Epigenetics Symposium 2022 

 

TRAINING                                                                                                                                

1. R Programming language workshops 

2. Partek Flow 
3. Training in use of QuantStudio 3 Real-Time PCR System 
4. WHMIS, biohazard 

 

Language 
English: Proficient 

Persian: Native 

References  

 

• Are available upon request 

 

 



Statement of Intent 

As someone who is always passionate about science, I passed my Bachelor’s degree 

successfully in the field of Cell & Molecular Biology-Genetics in 2017 with the highest GPA 

(17.49/20 equivalent of 4/4). To progress more in this field and to fulfill my goal which was 

getting admission from a Canadian university, I tried hard and finally in 2019 I was succeed to not 

only secure a research supervisor who funded me during my M.Sc study in the field of Biological 

Sciences at the University of Manitoba, I also was awarded International Graduate Student 

Entrance Scholarship (IGSES). 

After starting my M.Sc degree, while at first I faced with different challenges such as 

culture shock, language barrier and specifically Covid-19 (started from January 2020), I never 

disappointed. In the first term of my study because of the challenges, I had weak academic 

performance. For example, I passed one of my courses named “Core skills in Biological Sciences 

Research” with grade B. But, I did not let myself to be disappointed and with the tremendous 

perseverance that I showed, I could get A plus at the other course that I had named as “Molecular 

Biology of Eukaryotes” leading to increase my total GPA (3.74 out of 4) during my Master’s 

degree. 

Also, due to Covid-19 and university shut down, people were restricted to go to the lab and 

do their research. Due to this reason my project was delayed for a couple of months. However, I 

was not only be able to defend my MSc degree on time, I also was able to find a novel statistical 

approach for finding reference range in filamentous fungi during my master’s degree. So that was 

one of my greatest achievements during my master’s degree. 

Finding this novel statistical approach was a turning point for me which let me to discover 

what I am really interested in. I found that I am more interested to study about the quantitative 

science including bioinformatics/computational biology and machine learning in the field of 

epigenetics and neuroscience with a focus on genomics, so that I can find novel genes and predict 

novel genetic diseases. So, I decided to pursue my PhD at this field in the near future. 

To be prepared for this goal, I attended some R programing workshops and tried to write 

codes in R space to make a plot and other stuff. I also used Partek Flow as a genomic tool, to 

analyze epigenetic data and I was succeed to publish two papers regarding to my analysis (Please 

refer to my CV in Publication section). In addition, I tried to obtain Canadian work experience 

related to my profession, to increase my experience. I worked as Epigenetic research technician 

and Research assistant in Winnipeg (university of Manitoba) and in Montreal (Douglas hospital 

and NeuroEDDU) respectively in the field of Neuroscience.  

I decided to study in the field of Genome Science and Technology to be able to work as 

scientist using computational biology and machine learning to discover and predict novel genes 

leading to neurological disorders. To fulfill this goal I would like to have an opportunity to pursue 

my PhD at the University of British Columbia as one of the best universities not only in Canada 

but also in the world, giving me the chance to access the state of the art facilities as well as second 

to none professors. Due to my academic performance, I would also like to be considered for GSAT 

rotation scholarship at UBC.  

I appreciate your time and I am looking forward to be admitted at UBC for Fall 2024. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Narges Fatemiyan 



 

Official Bachelor’s Degree and Transcript (Narges Fatemiyan) 
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Original Bachelor Transcript and Degree 
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Masters Official Transcript (Narges Fatemiyan) 



 



 



 

 



Web Transcript (Unofficial) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Masters Degree (Official-Narges Fatemiyan) 

 



 

 

Dec. 7th, 2023 
 
To: Genome Science and Technology Graduate Program, UBC 
Re: Applicant Narges Fatemiyan 
 
I am writing on behalf of Narges Fatemiyan, who completed and defended her MSc thesis in my lab at 
the University of Manitoba (Department of Biological Sciences). Narges’ thesis focused on the regulation 
of apical branching in the filamentous fungus Aspergillus nidulans. I found Narges to be an ambitious 
student who is remarkably dedicated to her research and is very eager to learn new skills. I was very 
pleased with Narges’ progress as she progressed through her research, and offer you a strong 
recommendation for the graduate program to which she has applied.  
  
Narges began her graduate studies in the Department of Biological Sciences in fall 2019. However, the 
research scientist (an Adjunct Professor in the Department) who recruited her did so under false 
pretenses (i.e., they were not able to provide the stipend that they had committed to), which forced 
Narges to seek a different lab for her research. Although I was pleased to step in as her graduate 
advisor, Narges’ ability to work in my lab was initially limited by the onset of the pandemic during the 
winter 2020 term. As a result, she performed an extensive bioinformatic search for fungal genes with 
possible roles in branching based on the homology to known morphogenetic genes in neurons. Once we 
were able to resume lab activities, Narges quickly embraced her project and made great progress 
phenotyping a large set of protein kinase deletion mutants for branching defects. Narges subsequently 
performed an additional modified screen of the library, and also added quantitative live imaging to 
augment her analysis. In the end, Narges’ efforts provided new insight into the role of protein kinase A 
(PKA) and the MAP kinase MpkA in the regulation of branching. Her work will result in a short but 
important publication likely to be submitted to the Canadian Journal of Microbiology.  
  
Narges possessed relatively little wet lab experience when she started her MSc research. However, with 
the help of two other research assistants in my lab, Narges quickly picked up new research skills and in 
short time had earned my complete confidence as an independent researcher. I should add that Narges 
was aware of her inexperience, and had no hesitation with asking questions and seeking guidance. She 
quickly achieved competence at basic lab skills with an emphasis on microbiology and microscopy. 
Moreover, Narges completed a challenging lab-based graduate course with Dr. Mark Belmonte (UM 
Biological Sciences) to further hone her molecular skill set. I had absolutely no reservations about 
retaining Narges to continue a more molecular-focused research project in my lab. Indeed, had I not left 
the University of Manitoba for an administrative position at Iowa State University, I would have gladly 
offered Narges the opportunity to continue her research in my lab as a PhD student.  
  
Narges’ true interests lie in human genetics and genomics. She is slowly building a foundation of skills 
and knowledge that will enable her to ultimately pursue either an academic or industry career with this 
focus. The opportunity to join your graduate program would represent a key step in this progression. 
Narges would bring her reliability, integrity, dedication, and ambition to her work as a graduate student. 
She is exceptionally well-organized and despite not being a native speaker of English, her 
communication skills are excellent and improving. I will add that her written English is good but still 



 

 

needs work. Narges is also a terrific lab citizen – she was widely respected in the lab and readily fit in 
with the larger group of grad students and undergraduate researchers.  
  
All-in-all, I highly recommend Narges for admission to your program. I was impressed by Narges’ 
progress during her time in my lab and consider her a promising candidate for future success. 
Accordingly, I strongly urge you to give her application your utmost consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve 
 
Steven Harris, Professor and Chair 
Department of Plant Pathology, Entomology, and Microbiology 
Iowa State University 
1344 ATRB, 2213 Pammel Dr. 
Ames, IA 50011 
USA 
 
stevenh1@iastate.edu 
515-294-2149 
 
 
 

mailto:stevenh1@iastate.edu


 
Dr. Jeffrey M. Marcus 
 
Associate Head Undergraduate: 
          Student Experience 
Department of Biological Sciences 
University of Manitoba 
 

 

 

318 Buller 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Canada R3T 2N2 
Telephone (204) 474-6019 

Fax (204) 474-7604 
Jeffrey.Marcus@umanitoba.ca  

December 5, 2023 
 
RE:  Confidential Assessment of Narges Fatemiyan 
 
To Who it May Concern: 
 
Narges Fatemiyan came to Canada in September 2019 to earn an MSc Degree with a researcher at the 
National Microbiology Laboratory (NML) in Winnipeg.  This researcher had recently been designated 
as an Adjunct faculty member of the Department of Biological Sciences so that he could supervise 
students for graduate study. Unfortunately, this researcher told neither Ms. Fatemiyan nor the 
Department of Biological Sciences that his job description at the NML precluded him from supervising 
graduate students and prevented him from using his research funding to support graduate student 
stipends.  All of this became apparent only after Ms. Fatemiyan had travelled from Iran to Canada to 
begin her studies.  These events have resulted in the NML researcher being stripped of his Adjunct 
status in Biological Sciences, structural changes in the process by which Adjunct appointments are 
granted in the department, and changes in how the committees of graduate students supervised by 
Adjuncts are created and organized. I met Narges for the first time in October 2019 as a representative 
of the Department Graduate Committee as we tried to find her a suitable alternative supervisor, arrange 
for stipend support, and assemble an advisory committee to guide her through her graduate work.  
Eventually, our Department Head, Dr. Steve Harris, agreed to serve as her MSc. Supervisor and I 
became one of the members of Narges’s advisory committee. 
 
After this inauspicious start and a forced major change in research focus to accommodate the needs and 
expertise of a new supervisor, many new graduate students would become despondent and 
unproductive. Yet, Narges did something quite different.  Even when the situation was further 
complicated by COVID and Steve’s departure to become a department head in the US, Narges embraced 
her new project in Dr. Harris’ laboratory, learned many new techniques in fungal cell culture and 
microscopy, and worked independently to create the data sets that make up her MSc. thesis.  That she 
could manage to be so productive under such adverse circumstances says a lot about Narges’ abilities, 
determination, and work ethic.  With all of that said, because of COVID I did not have the opportunity 
to see Narges at work in person in a laboratory setting. 
 
Narges is a very pleasant and polite person.  I think that she would fit in well into many research groups.  
Her English language skills are a bit uneven.  Her spoken English is good, and I think she reads well, 
but her written English still needs work. Narges would do well in a setting where either the expectations 
for written work are modest, where her writing would receive substantial editorial support, or where she 
will have training opportunities to further develop her writing skills. 
 



 
Overall, I think Narges has considerable potential as a scientific researcher and I can give her a positive 
recommendation. Please let me know if I can supply you with additional information about her 
candidacy. 
 
           Very sincerely, 

            
 Dr. Jeffrey M. Marcus 
 Professor 
 204-474-6019  
 jeffrey.marcus@umanitoba.ca  
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